
Why I came back 
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working for
the Korean 
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Inyoung Cheong 



Step 1. Pyo Gallery (Unpaid Intern)
Even in LA!



Jonathan Borofsky

Hammering Man (1990),
Seoul, NY, Seattle, Frankfurt, Texas, 
Florida, Minnesota, Basel . . . 

Molecule Man (1999), 
Berlin, Germany

Yes!
Here in Seattle!



Jonathan Borofsky, Human Network (2006) 

The Gallery couldn’t afford hiring technicians, 
the interns had to assemble these small human legos wearing a black suit and high heels. 

Oh, Please . . .



Paik Nam June 

Untitled (1993), MoMA in NYKorean American Media Artist
(1932-2006)

I managed to connect hundreds of the 80’s SONY TV cables standing within the narrow gap between the wall and piano, 
feeling afraid that I should bear the whole costs if I make a mistake. 



My job should be...
1. Minimum wage 
2. Desk job : Outback Steakhouse didn’t work really well…. 
3. Something about arts? 
4. Hopefully with a BA : Grad school is too expensive…. 

            How about the National Museum of Korea? 

Horse-rider-shaped Vessel, 
Silla Dynasty (early 6th century)



How can I get there? 

“To be honest… 

I am not sure you can be hired even
with a PhD… 

How about taking a civil service exam?”

Alumni with a PhD, Curator at the National Museum of Korea 



Step 2. Civil Service Exam 
Pros : I don’t need a grad degree. 
           I can start at the middle level (Deputy Director, 5th out of 9 ranks).
           I can get involved in a policy decision-making!  

Cons : Competition rate = 100 out of 5,500 candidates 
            I should study Economics & Law.  

I did it…….. for the whole 2 years……. 
and I made it before graduation! 



Step 3. Graduate Study 

Surprisingly, I went to the grad school as well….! 
Because it was almost free (different from the art school) and..

I really enjoyed both Law and Economics. 

I settled down in Law because of 

1. Whiskey   2. Nice people.  



Step 4. Government job 
● 4 years in Korea Communications Commission as a Regulator 

○ Gave a permit to an over-the-air TV channel
○ Gave a penalty to a news channel who deceived customers as if they were providing

unbiased information although they received compensations from the corps
○ Amended several statutes, and regulations,,,,,,,,,,,,, a lot of political debates



Step 4. Government job
● 4 years in the Ministry of Culture, Sports, and Tourism 

○ 2 years to support Comic Artists and Fashion designers !!!!!!!
■ Established a public designers’ studio in NY (2017)
■ Task Force member: National Artists’ Welfare program 
■ Launched Webcomics education program 

for students with a disability 
○ 2 years to support visual/art technology 

■ Increased a tech-focused R&D budget twice 
● $100m for 2019 ⇨ $200m for 2019

■ Launched a new scholarship program for 
grad students studying visual/art technologies
● 4 schools will get $1m/year for 3 years

■ Approved a budget requirement of National Museum 
of Korea to build VR/AR experience zone ($10m)

With a budget 
committee member

who supported 
my proposal for

scholarship program



Pros of the Government jobs? 
● Decision-making power. 
● Meet important people. 
● More than minimum wage. 
● Business trips. 
● Smart and nice coworkers. 
● Government pays lunch for my study groups.  
● Rewarding.

Vice Minister 
with VR HMD

CEO of 
Korea Telecom



I loved my colleagues… Get well soon! 
from 

Sunmi & JaeHoon



I really loved my business trips… 

Paris (2016) HK, Hangzhou (2019) New York (2017)



Cons? 
● A huge discretion made me scared.  
● On-call 24/7 → hair-loss. 
● Got afraid to see newspapers.
● Forced to hear endless complaints.

“Endless Waiting..”
(1AM in the 

Congress to answer 
the questions of 

Congressmen, 2014)

I’m talking to budget officer 
during the Sunday brunch T_T

“I feel like I am going through 
the Sisyphus’ punishment.”



The Thing I hate the most was… 

● I couldn’t figure out how to deal with politicians’ undue pressure. 
○ They ask government funds, public position, permission, avoiding punishment, award,,,  

● Advisors were not helpful because they didn’t know as well.
○ So sometimes, I accepted their requests when they are inevitably powerful 

(he/she can mess up my budget proposal) or the request is not a big thing.  
 

● Finally, my coworkers went through the investigation related to 
the former President Park’s impeachment. 



I survived but My heart was broken… 

My Colleagues’ testimony in the Congressional investigation, 2016. 10. 27. 

Impeached 2016. 12. 9. 
Removed 2017. 3. 10. 
Arrested 2017. 3. 31.  



Step 5. Graduate Study (Again) 
● I wanted to escape from the Korean government. 

● And to ease my stress, I wanted to study why the tragedy happened. 
○ Why were government employees vested so broad discretion? 
○ What is Justice? What is the professional ethics? 
○ Is this system too much dependant on people’s goodwill? 
○ What kind of governance can facilitate and reinforce people’s goodwill? 

● “I will go to the US Law School.”
○ I wrapped up my Master’s in 2017.  *Thesis : Administrative ADR’s Unconstitutionality 
○ Applied for a Fulbright scholarship in 2018. 
○ Became the First Law doctorate student in the Korean Fulbright scholarship history.
○ Was admitted to the PhD program at UW Law in 2019.  



UW Law School is Amazing! 
● I love my classmates, faculty, and a concrete curriculum of a PhD program.
● So, I decided to serve as a new public position, a Graduate Representative

to advocate minority students and make our school more embracive.

 

Thu, Feb 27th 12:30pm, UW Law 113
Lunch will be provided. All welcome!



Step 6. Unpaid Internship (Again) 

“US Citizens Only” “JD students Only”

Non-US citizen 
PhD in Law 



Step 6. Unpaid Internship (Again) 

“US Citizens Only” “JD students Only”

“How about the State governments?”
“Probably civic groups or lobbyists will love you?”

“I will help improving your resume!”
“At least, you can work on the campus!”




